State’s Counteroffer:

1. Bazzelle pleads to a §5-54-102 - Obstructing Governmental Operations
violation based upon:

a.

Bazzelle knowingly and repeatedly failed to properly disclose contractual
relationships with Rusty Cranford, Robin Raveendran (Raveendran) and other
subcontractors who received more than $25,000 as required by Arkansas
Medicaid Program Rules and disclosure forms.

Knowingly concealing from the Arkansas Department of Human Services and
the Attorney General’s Office the continued employment of a suspended, and
later excluded, employee (Myron Thrash) by paying him through companies
owned by Rusty Cranford.

Bazzelle knowingly made a false statement in her proffer agreement indicating
she had no knowledge that an application for an exception to the RSPMI
moratorium was submitted to ADHS by NBBHS for Cleveland County. This
false statement impeded the investigation of the Attorney General and nearly
resulted in partially false charges being filed against other individuals.

2. Pursuant to the plea of guilty Bazzelle agrees to:

a.

b.

pay a $500 fine and court costs as well as any other fees assessed by
the court on the day of her plea;

Bazzelle pays $5000 in restitution with a certified check to the Office of
the Attorney General MFCU for the costs of the investigation on plea
day;

Bazzelle agrees to testify truthfully against any defendant to whom

she has knowledge and updates her proffer.

3. Pursuant to the plea the State agrees to apply any Arkansas Medicaid
Program money owed to New Beginnings or Bazzelle to the IRS against
Bazzelle’s tax liens; however, the defendant acknowledges that, to date, the
MFCU has been unable to locate any funds owed to New Beginnings or
Bazzelle;

4, Other issues raised by the defendant:

a.

The Office of Attorney General MFCU asserts it is required by federal
and state law to report the conviction and to cooperate in the process.
However, the MFCU has no role in the decision making process on who
1s excluded under either state or federal law or for how long they will
be excluded. What exclusions, if any, the defendant serves are not part
of this plea agreement and will be determined by state and federal law
and the appropriate decision makers as designated by law;

The Attorney General has never held a press conference concerning a
conviction and has no plans to hold a press conference concerning this
plea. However, the Attorney General does not negotiate issues
concerning the press surrounding pleas in a criminal case; and



c. Considering a revised court schedule due to COVID-19, the State
wants the plea to be heard as soon as possible. The defendant’s plea is
linked to several aging cases.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the patties, intending to be legally bound have caused their
signatures upon this Settlement Agteement as of the day written below.

Chirie Bazzelle,
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